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Commerce Retrieved, — 
ae BEING i 
ConsIDERATIoONS on the State of the Britifh Trade, €&e. 
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From Cuefgay, March 16. to Churloay, March 18. 1773. 
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The ridiculous Arguments of thofe who fuggeft, That the French will Engrofs the Trade af Rurope, fare. 


ther Expofed. 


The Oppofers acknowledge it cannot be, but by our being Conquer’d by France. 
They are not afhamed to fegsep Our being made a Province of France. 


The Dutch in the fame 
do it. 


> 
> 


anger, yet they’ are for T. rAading with France, but De muft not be; allowed. to. 


Let us Trade then with France while we are free, that we may be enabled to keep our febuses fav n | 
Two ways to prevent France Engroffing either the Trade or Power of Kurope, vit. 3 ue 


Firft, awed our Nava! Power to preferve our Superiority. 


Second, Suppreffing Diftrattions at home. 


Both which it is woped will now be fpcedily brought to pa/s- 
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rT is but very feldom that the Authors of the 

MERCATOR beftow Reading upon any of 

the Clamorous Papers, fpread about. by. thofe 

> Enemies to their Country, for fuch they muft be 

called in that Particular, wha Oppofe the fettling the 

Chaayoanee with ‘France to, the publick Advantage of 
ataine , ; 


But a Paper written by one of their Hireling Scribes 
cannot but be juft hinted at, which has this remarkable 
Wife, and moft true Speech in it, viz. that when we 
are conquer'd by France, the French will have all. our 
Trade! Their Words are thefe, . Bat {a this were true 
at prefent, meaning it feems, ag the MERCATOR 
had faid of its being impoffible for France to Engrofs 
the Trade of Europe, Would it, fays he, continue to be 4 
Truth, if we were become a Prowinee to that. Kingdom 2 
Should we then be able to continue our Laws againft the 
Exportation of Wool? No certainly we fhould be obliged to 
obcy our Maffers, and to grant.a Bownty on the Exporta- 
tion of our Wool, as we do on our Corn, that France might 
have it Cheaper than our own People. Malicious enough 
ftill: Have the French then our Corn cheaper than 
our own People ?: Does the Bounty ballance the Charges 
avhich fall in between the Market in Englard, and the 
Market in France? And is the Bounty on Corn, which 
i one of rhe folid Advantages of the Landed Intereft 

ecome a Grievance too! Whither will thefe Trading 
Mad-men lead us! But that by the way. To return 
then to the wifé Sayings above. Will thefe Things be 
true nben we are become a Prvvince of France, a wife 
Queflion! And anfwer'd before it was ask’d, in the 
very MERCATOR which fared the Cafe. ~ See the 
Words, ** Indeed when France has obtain'd the whole 
“ Monarchy of Europe, it mav he faid, that they have 
* the Trade alfo. But the MERCATOR will noc 
*© charge the Author of the Guardian with fo mean a 
“ quibt Je as thar. Vide Mercator, 426. Col. 2» 


But it feems, the’-the Author of the Guardian cannot 
Roop to fo mean a quibble, thefe Under-Spur-Leathers 
can ftoop to any mean, bafe and moft abfurd, as well as 
*»eafonab!e T hing. 


0 Pe Signer eee . : 
y fh, 1 § a : 
Well, but to the Point, it js granted again, when we 
are in a ftate of Subjestion tc Frings. Ye A do fo 
and fo, and whatthen ¢@ What, fays the AERC A- 
TOR—— keep out of fuch a Condition, keep the, 
French off, do all that Realhp and Nacure and Jwftice 
ditates, and which God and your awn Strength om- 
mitted to you from God is very well able'to, do to 
preferve your Liberty and In ependency from France, 
and from. all the World: Bur what's this to Trade ? 
e, may fight with France, and yet Trade with France 
and the more-you Trade with,them, the better you wi 
fight with rhem, becaufe in f{pight of all that has yet 
er can be fyid, it, appears unanfwerable, that we may 
ain by them in;Trade, and might haye done fo.all ithe 


ue.War; We, do gain by. them now, prodigioufly, 
and might gain more by them, were it nog, far the Di> 
fraction of thefe Men that oppofe the fettling of our 


~ 


Commerce to our manifeft Advantage... ~ 


if 





From this Affair of Trade, ard our being a Reavin 
Tanii- 


of France, the wife Writer aforefaid makes a 


tion very abruptly to the Duke of Marlborough. and Fis 
Cafe; and asf, ous. Salvation hp all in the Hands of” 


out in’a fad, Tone thus, GOL 






‘ erfon 
Services of the.Duke of, alaaip ough. ..Tpas, an 
WE KNOW that Ged is able to eroushe Tom, ag 


bave or no. 


The MERCATOR cannot indeed be fo ap re- 
henfive as thefe~Men~are of our-being Conquer: by 
France ; and becoming 2 Province of France; a Nation’ 
that we have fome Civil Reafons not to be fo much 
terrify'd about, and feme Religious Reafons too: But 
our prefent Temper is all Defpondency, and we are, 


it feems, fo far from being fecure by our own Strengt 
thar we ‘talk ‘of 'thefe Thines as if God cis ceuid | 


not, or had declated he would not-fave us. 


It is too plain, that thefe popular Clamours are raifed 
far Political and Partv-er’ id are carry'd on to tae 


> 
d -wnreafonable Extremes by Men out. of 


are uneafy tobe in. The MERCATOR 
ot with them,. the prefent Subject is about 
1 the Queftion is not, What we fhall be 
fi we are reduced to be a Province of France? 








foe poffible to hinder our Trading with France, the Reaty 
eS, of which is plain, (viz.) That they are willing to fice 
aed that Trade to themfelves. 

(eae 
Aerio, # 


\. . “ee 
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Now whee France has Engrofs’d all the Trade of 
Furope, acc6rding tothe Learned Author of the Crifis, 









a ERC ATOR thinks fuch a thing not to be 
: . without the utmoft Scorn and Contempt, as 
of the thing irfelf, as of the People who fuggeft 
it. But the Queftion is, What we are to do now, 
and how we ought to Trade NOW, when the Expor- 
tation of our w 
Penalties, and when néi¥; Laws are making to make 
thofe Prohibitions yet ‘more fecure, and to have them 
more effectually put in Execution ? It does not look as 
if our Wooll was to be ftill Exported, that the Govern- 
ment fo freely and readily comes into any Meafiares 
propofed bythe Trading People of the Nation for the 
more effectuah preventing the fame ; fo that we are not 
yet made a Province of France : And if thefe Men by 
Dividing and Diftraéting us do not expofe us to be de- 
voured by the next Comer, it is hoped there is no 
Daneecr of it ; and thereare fome in the World who think 
we may be effectually fecured from it, tho’ we fhould nor 
be Directed or Defended in it by the People this forry 
Mercenary would pretcribe. 







Leaving therefore thefe Things to their Fate, and 
thefe Men to the juft Punifhment of Incendiaries, which 
they deferve, we are to talk of Trade, not of Politicks ; 
We-{ee no: Dangers of being Servants to France, but 
fo far Mafters rather of France, and of Europe alfo, as 
England may’ be brought to hold the Ballance not of 
Power only but of Trade. ° 


It were to be wifh’d, thefe Men would fhew fo much 
natural Affection to their Country, as to be content to 
fee her Thrive and grow Great, tho’ they are not em- 
ployed. in making it fo. This is a hard Leflon to Ambi- 
tious Spirits, but they muft be taught to practife it, or 
incur the Scandal and the Punithment of Difturbers of 
the Peacé of their Country. 


Lefs than this the MERCATOR could not fay'to 
fuch envious malicious Fellows, who dare, in the Face 
of a’'Government which they cannot — with one 
Tegal fiep, tell us of being reduced by France, and 
terrify the People with Notions of our being made a 
Province of’ France, and being fubjeét to the French as 
our Mafters. Such a Fellow as this ought to be ufed as 
we ufé a Man that cries Fire in the Street when he fees 
no fign of it, and cannot fhew where the Smoke is. 


Onr Bufirefs is to fate our Trade as it is, and not 
amufe Ourfelves with fuch People as thefe, who will 
not let us Trade now, becaufe forfooth we are to be all 
Servants to the French. 


Methinks they may let Trade take its Courfe in the 
mean time, and we may Trade with the French till thas 
time comes. 


Befides ; Why may we not Trade with the French as 
well as the Dutch do ? They will hardly fay that when 
we are made a Province of France, the Dutch hall re- 
main a free State ? Sure we may hold out as long as 
the Durch ? And we all know that ‘the Dutch Traded 
with France all the War, as long as France would Trade 
with them’; ‘And at the fame time’ they are as bufie as 


ooll is‘Pfohibited under the fevereft™ 


fhe muft certainly have the Trade of the Dutch too, 
Well! Notwithftanding this, the Dutch haye an open 
Trade with France, and why maft not England ? But thi 
is a Queftion better anfivered ar Amfterdam than at 
London. 


The whole is a Trade-juggle, and a Defign to put us 
into Coffufior, and nothite tie, that our Neighbours 
may eat the Bread out of our Mouths, and may make 
us amends another way. 


Ir were fit to be ask’d of thefe Men, fince they fpeak 
of the coming of their Pretender, and our being a 
Province of France, Will they fell their Stocks the 
lower for thofe imaginary Notions and Fears? Wil] 
they give any Money to put their Stock upon a good 
Man and at a good Price, when the Pretender fhall be 
made King, or when we become a Province of France ? 
Or will they take a round Sum to pay a reafonable An- 
nuity to a Man that will advance the Money, the Pay- 
ment to ceafe when either ‘of thefe two certain Events 
{hall come to pafs ? 


No, No; they know better. Things; they can rai 
and raife Tumults and. Noife elibpar any Ex ence tw 
them. But the MERCATOR dares Anfwer for 
them, that they will venture none of their Money upon 
— own Notions; they know the Bottom of them too 
well. : 


Nothing is more certain, than that there are Invin- 
cible Obftacles in the way, which, if nothing elfe did, 
would Obftru& the French, and prevent their being 
ever able to Engrofs the Trade of Europe: | 


And fince thefe Men have acknowledged it, the 
MFRCATOR infifts-that this is one, (viz.) That 
they have not the Wooll for Engrofling the Matufae 
tures; and thefe Men confefs they cannot do this till 
we are Made a Province of France, and give a Bounty 
for the Exporting of our Wooll, which alfo we thall 
not do, it feems, till we are made a Province of or 
a Tributary Country to the Crown of France. 


Seeing then we are fafe till that time comes, it is 
meet we fhould be taking care that that time may never 
come; in order to which, Two things are abfolutely 
neceflary, and One of which the MERC ATOR te- 
commended before, (viz.) 


1. That our Naval Strength be Supported, Encreafed 
and Maintained in its flated Superiority to all the World. 


2. That the Spirit of Envy and Diftraétion at home 
co — quieted and pacifycd, or fupprefled and de- 
royed. 


Till thefe are done, we are neither fafe at home or. 
abroad ; and when thefe are effetually done, as we 
hope fhall foon happen, the Britifh Nation will pow- 
erfully forbid the French, or any other Nation under 
Heaven, Engrofling either the Strength or the Trade of 
Europe. 








LONDON: Printed for Ben}. To OKE , at the Temple-Gate ; and 
Joun Barser, on Lambeth-Hill. (Price 3 Hatf-pence. ) 














